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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

It wasn't too long ago when shifting an online acquaintance to offline was a rare novelty.  Even users of local community bulletin boards were not people I'd associate with in day-to-day life.  Perhaps my experience was the unique, but the line separating an "online friend" from an offline one was distinct.

Then the telecommunications world exploded, and it was no longer unusual to communicate with individuals in Guam or Hawaii or London.  And just as the physical distances grew, so too did the opportunity and desire to close those gaps - and the line that was once so distinct began to blur.

Now I get calls from Chicago, packages from Tennessee, and house guests from New York and Oregon.  When and where we are matters as little as how we "met".  Email is no longer novel, but has become accepted as one of many staples of communication - and with the elevation of its status comes the elevation of all those I once associated with it.  Email is no longer a definition or delimiter of friendship, but simply a means of conveyance.  

Goin' to Kansas City - Kansas City, here I come...

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Scam Alert
----------
A large number of "phishing" spams and viruses have been flying into the mailboxes of our customers lately, claiming to be from Syndicomm management.  Please be on the lookout for these!  We will never send you email with attachments except for your annual account invoice, which will be clearly marked and will have only a PDF file attached.  When in doubt, please contact <service@syndicomm.com> to confirm any email that you're uncertain about.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Everybody comes from somewhere.  What is your online history?  Some current Syndicomm members enjoyed dial-up bulletin boards as long as twenty years ago; others never had to learn the complexities of a command line interface before the World Wide Web came along with its graphical interface.  Share your memories of services past in Category 2, Topic 5: Where Have We Been?

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Compatibility with and the versatility of the Treo handheld is growing by leaps and bounds!  Now you can use it as a wireless modem, to scan bar codes, and more.  Read about the many hardware and software utilities for the Treo in Category 12, Topic 62: Palm Treo 650.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Now that Tiger, the latest revision of OS X, has been out for some time, what is the popular reception?  Some users feel they wasted $69; others love some subtle and less-touted features of the upgrade.  Such diversity is posted in Category 9, Topic 3: The Future of OS X.  Also stop by the rechristened Category 11: Internet Software, which has been completely restructured to better support discussion on a variety of online Macintosh software, from email and web browsing to FTP and RSS.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Tis the month of KansasFest!  Who's going, what's to be seen there?  Stop by Category 5, Topic 7: KFest 2005 as announcements and excitement are generated!  In Category 5, Topic 10: KFests of Years Past, we learn how to upload photos to the official KFest web site.  And in Category 11, Topic 38: Contiki Desktop OS, and Category 17, Topic 34: The Future, we explore recent developments new methods and for putting older machines on the Internet!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
The rich heritage of Hollywood has pervaded America's culture with one-liners that can be found in daily dialogue.  The American Film Institute has ranked their 100 most memorable quotations; read and discuss their selection in Category 30, Topic 17: Quotable Quotes.  More contemporary events include the pending marriage (and apparent insanity) of Tom Cruise to Katie Holmes, as ranted about in Category 41, Topic 8: Tom Cruise.  Also discuss the effect of the Star Wars prequels on the original trilogy, as well as the Clone Wars cartoons (now available on DVD), in Category 35, Topic 6: Star Wars.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
